198___________________Sri Raghavendra

Dhirendra Thirtha had been entombed, more than five
years earlier.

On the day earmarked for the opening of the
Brindavana, thousands of devotees had gathered there
with the fond hope of having darshan of Sri Dhirendra
again.

It was the time for disassembling the structure. And
even at that hour the operations were delayed in eager
expectation that Sri Bhuvanendra would soon be there.
But when it was belied, the pundits and the learned ones
joined the disciples of the Sri Mutt and started removing
the stones of the Brindavana in the midst of devout cries
and chantings of those assembled there.

Close on the heels of the dismantling of the
Brindavana, those involved in the task started digging
the place. Here, it must be borne in mind that in the
Brindavana of Sri Raghavendra (which he himself had
got constructed), the Swami had entered it alive and is
still living in it. But in the case of saintly persons whose
mundane existence meets the predestined end (like Sri
Dhirendra's), it is customary to dig a pit to a depth of nine
feet and lay to rest therein the mortal remains of the holy
person (in the sastraic way), before erecting a
Brindavana for him at that place.

The Brindavana of Sri Dhirendra (consecrated in
this manner) was dismantled brick by brick and the
place dug up. And when that was completed, Sri
Dhirendra was slowly lifted up from his resting place.
The crowd that had thronged there became ecstatic and
raised cries of Divine names in great veneration, when